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When: October 17, 2018

What: WG4 Meeting with Stakeholders and 
Policymakers

Where: Brussels

Morning session: COPA-COGECA

Afternoon session:  European Parliament



WHY?

• Open the discussion, COLLECT AND SHARE INFORMATION

• To create links with 
stakeholders and policy 
makers

• Inform them on RNAi

technology

• Introduce some pipeline results
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• Interest towards these innovative solutions

• Stable expression VS topical application

1. Risk of resistance?

2. Regulatory context?

3. Costs and persistence?

4. Consumers’ acceptance? 

Main outputs:



Consumers and RNAi
1. New innovations in agricultural biotech: Consumer acceptance of topical RNAi in 
rice production Shew et al. (2017)

2. Consumers’ willingness to pay for 
beef products derived from RNA 
interference technology Britton and 
Tonsor (2019)



Afternoon session
European Parliament 



Main outputs:

• CAP reform with sharp decrease 
in funding and greater 
importance of environmental 
issues.

• Several active ingredients have 
been denied renewal

• access to all the tools available in 
the innovation toolbox 



1. Innovation is the key 

2. Climate change: agriculture and food production are considered the 
bad guy

3. Show the benefits first



LESSONS LEARNT:

WG4 meeting with stakeholders and policymakers: a great opportunity to 
start creating a network

• Stakeholders: high interest, some concerns
1. Costs
2. Regulatory framework
3. Consumers acceptance

• Policymakers: useful suggestions for RNAi based product
development
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